
What’s Up!
For January 2018



N
The January
 Night Sky

As at 8 p.m.
mid-month





• Mercury  
– A morning object, low in South East rising 2 hrs before 

sunrise at start of month, Mag -0.2.  Lost after mid month
• Venus

– Not easily visible till very end of month as a bright 
evening object low in West-South west just after sunset. 

• Mars
– Another morning object, relatively dim at Mag +1.5 

in E-SE, visible from around 5 a.m.



• Jupiter
– Improves throughout the month as a morning object,  

easily visible at Mag -1.7 in SSE before sunrise.
• Saturn

– A difficult early morning object, only visible from middle of 
month, very low in South Eastern sky, before sunrise. 

• Uranus
– Well placed all month, binocular object visible all night at 

Mag +5.8 in Pisces
• Neptune

–  Well placed for most of the month, telescopic object at 
Mag +7.9 in Aquarius.



• 2nd Largest (tiny amount) Full Moon of year �
• 3rd Max of Quantradids Meteor Shower, but Moon 

is unfavourable.  
• 6th  Comet C/2016 R2 PanSTARS close to “nose” 

of Taurus (but at mag +13.2 a scope is needed) 
• 7th  Jupiter & Mercury just 13 arc minutes apart.� 
• 15th  7.30 a.m 2% waning crescent Moon in right 

angle triangle with Saturn & Mercury �

 



January’s Suggested Constellation
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Whereabouts can I find 
it in the night sky?
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Apparent Dimensions 6 arc minutes
Discovered 1731 John Bevis

Distance 6,500 light years
Visual Brightness Magnitude 8.0

Messier M1 - The Crab Nebula (Supernova Remnant)



Apparent Dimension 2 degrees
Discovered  Known since antiquity

Messier M45 - The Pleiades (Open Cluster)

Distance 407 light years
Visual Brightness Magnitude 1.5



Apparent Dimension 5.5 degrees
Discovered 1777 Known since antiquity

Caldwell C41 - The Hyades (Open Cluster)

Distance 151 light years
Visual Brightness Magnitude 0.5



• Guildford AS  Lecture Theatre L, Uni of Surrey 

– Thursday 4th January, 7.30 p.m.
»Ten Ways The Universe Tries To Kill You

» Stephen Tonkin



• Farnham AS Aldershot Cricket Club

– Tuesday 9th January, 7.45 p.m.
• Meteor Crater

– Katherine Rusbridge (Farnham AS)
• The Kitt Peake Telescopes

– Bob Rusbridge (Farnham AS)



• Croydon AS  Royal Russell School, Coombe Lane, Croydon

– Friday 12th January, 7.45 p.m.
• 2017 Total Solar Eclipe

– William Lumb
– Friday 26th January, 7.45 p.m.

• Remote Imaging: The Trials, Tribulations & Rewards 
– Chris Baker

• Ewell AS Nonsuch High School for Girls, Cheam

– Friday 12th January, 8.00 p.m.
• Andrew Ainsley Common (early astro-imager)

– Dr David Arditti



Stargazing Evening - Guildford Cathedral
with Guildford AS

• Saturday 20th January, 6 p.m. till 9 p.m. 
• Childrens Activities in Cathedral
• Talks 

– 6.30 p.m. “Gravitational Waves”
• Lousie Osborne

– 7.30 p.m. “Galaxies and Black Holes”
• Prof Roger Davies, Astrophysics, Uni of Oxford

• Restaurant & Shop open
• Free car park
• £2 donation

suggested




